
Issue 1 is a statewide referendum written by Ohioans to address prison 
overcrowding with low-level, non-violent offenders who would be better served 
in treatment than incarceration. Ohio has the 2nd highest rate of overdose 
deaths in the country (only behind West Virginia). Issue 1 will allow our criminal 
justice system to focus on those who exploit and harm our communities by 
selling harmful drugs instead of those who are victims to the epidemic. 

We are called to stand with those who are sick 
and those in prison (Matthew 25).
  
Issue 1 will help get more people into treatment instead of 
incarceration. By focusing and investing on treatment, we can 
help those struggling with addiction. 

Issue 1 will also reward individuals who are incarcerated with 
incentives to complete rehabilitation, education, counseling, 
and other programs that reduce rates of recidivism. Prison is 
expensive and Issue One promotes good stewardship of our 
shared community resources.

We are one in God (Galatians 3:28). 

Harsh prison sentences for low-level, non-violent offenders 
results in high levels of incarceration based on economics 
and race. African Americans and low-income individuals are 
most likely to receive the harshest sentences while others 
receive treatment and diversion programs. Issue 1 is a step to 
make treatment options available for more Ohioans who are 
struggling.
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VOTE YES ON ISSUE 1 
November 6, 2018

THE OPIATE CRISIS HIT OHIO HARD.
Opiate addiction doesn’t spare anyone - rich or poor, black or 
white - but it’s those without resources who are hit the hardest. 
Incarceration punishes addiction, but it doesn’t treat it. With Issue 
One, we have a chance to redirect our resources toward treatment 
instead of incarceration. 

OVERCROWDED PRISONS DON’T 
HELP ANYONE. 
Ohio prisons are filled past capacity, and far too many Ohioans are 
incarcerated for low-level, non-violent drug possession charges. 
If we invest in treatment we can restore families, strengthen 
communities, and improve public health for everyone. 

TRAINING PROGRAMS BUILD 
SUCCESS & REDUCE HUNGER.
Issue One will encourage individuals to engage in rehabilitation 
and training programs - something we know will equip them for 
success after release from prison. Incarceration and addiction 
not only hurt the individual struggling, but their family as well. 
Equipping people for success will improve families struggling to 
get by. 

The Hunger Network in Ohio is the State Public Policy Office of 
the ELCA working ecumenically to end hunger by addressing the 
root causes through advocacy.
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